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Dr. James B. Thomas is the immediate past dean of the Smeal College of Business at Penn State University (PSU) where he also held the John and Becky Surma Endowed Dean’s Chair. As dean, he led efforts that resulted in the College being ranked #1 or #2 among all public and private colleges in the U.S. by corporate recruiters for three years under his administration. His vision also resulted in top-10 rankings for the College as a whole, the initiation of a Smeal Honor Code, a new leadership program, major revamped curricula, a new Department of Risk Management, new research centers, and #1 rankings for two academic departments (Supply Chain and Information Systems; and Management and Organization).  

Before becoming dean of Smeal in 2006, Thomas was the founding dean in 1999 of Penn State's College of Information Sciences and Technology (IST) – a new college that stressed the strategic application of information and related technologies. This well-respected and highly ranked college focuses on how information and related technologies make a difference in the scope, competency, and governance decisions of the firm. Emphasis is placed not on the technology itself, but its impact on people, processes and organizations. Thomas was also the academic lead on the construction of the new IST Building – an award winning 1000 ft.-long building that spans a 4-lane highway.
Currently, with his return to the faculty, Professor Thomas holds The William Elliott Professorship of Risk and Management.  He continues to be engaged in strategic initiatives on behalf of the University and the College and teaches strategy and decision making across three departments in the College.
Additionally, Thomas serves as the immediate past chair of the Mount Nittany Health System (MNH) board of directors (remains as a member), helping the organization (anchored by the 275-bed Mount Nittany Medical Center and Physician Group) through the major regional and national shifts in health care being experienced. He is a regional board member of the American Hospital Association (RB2) and has been a member or chair on several corporate boards including AccuWeather, ACTV, and Kish Bank Regional as well as community boards (e.g., chairing the United Way Board for the Penn State) and countless PSU committees and task forces.
He has been a consultant with numerous companies on the issues of strategic information technology alignment and has made countless presentations on leadership, strategic decision making, information sciences and educational practices before many scholarly, industry, and government groups including the U.S. Congress and the Pennsylvania Legislature. 
A specialist in strategic decision making, organizational analysis and strategic information technology, Thomas is the author or coauthor of roughly75 articles, book chapters, and reviews. His publications have appeared in Administration Science Quarterly, Academy of Management Journal, Organization Science, and Organizational Behavior and Human Decision Processes, among many other top scholarly and practitioner journals. This work represents two major themes: cognition associated with top management team strategic decision making, and the relationship between performance and the alignment of business and information technology strategies. Thomas also has received several research grants, including support to study "Industry Structure and the Role of Information Technology," and "Validating the Measurement of Strategic Alignment." 
Thomas joined Penn State in 1987 after having been at the University of Texas at Austin (PhD) and Florida State University (MS). Prior to that, he was the director responsible for information management systems for the Florida Department of State designing and managing systems that enabled access to information users in and outside the agency. Later, as head analyst and then staff director of a joint committee of the Legislature, he was responsible for key legislation that set the direction for the management of information technologies for all State agencies in Florida.
Thomas was named "Outstanding Teacher of the Year" on three occasions as a faculty member at Smeal.  He has chaired or served as a member of over 30 doctoral and masters committees.  He also continues to be involved extensively in executive education and consulting around the world through the Penn State Executive Programs and with individual Fortune 100 firms.
Dr. Thomas received his B.A. in Political Science/Pre-Law from The Pennsylvania State University in 1974, his M.S. in Government from Florida State University in 1979 and his Ph.D. in Strategic Management from the University of Texas at Austin in 1988.  He and his wife, Michele, reside in State College, PA. They have three grown children, all graduates of Penn State. He annually does several triathlons and related events (e.g., distance swims and bicycle races/tours) including Ironman Triathlons (not well, but finishes most of the time).
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